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Open Hearts, Open Minds, Open Doors    May 2015                            Pastor Greg Hogan 

 

 
The Fine Art of Piddling and Other Church Practices 

 
 

 One day an obituary appeared, “Ellis Ray of Moundville passed away Saturday...he was a loving husband, 

father, and grandfather, who loved to fish and piddle. He will be greatly missed.”  In response to this Rick 

Bragg wrote an article for Southern Living magazine.  In that article, Bragg went on to brag about his own skill 

as a piddler and the distinction between piddling and loafing.  Piddlers are occupied, they can even point to 

things well done, but they don’t really accomplish anything.  Re-lacing your baseball cleats is piddling if you 

only use them when you walk down an icy driveway to get the paper. 

 

After reading this article and laughing at Rick’s humor, I began to consider how much of our time in 

church is piddling away.  We are occupied, but we aren’t occupying. (Like 19:13)  We are busy, but we aren’t 

about our Father’s business.  We complete our projects, but we don’t complete our mission.  We can point to 

our activities, but we cannot point to our accomplishments.   

 

As I look to the summer and the beginning of my third year here at Charlestown, I can see the obvious 

accomplishments of the last year, the new Community Life Center.  As Pastor, I sense that it is now time to gain 

a new sense of focus.  We need to be doing the King’s business.  We need to grow into transformational 

disciples.  Sharing the Good News of Jesus Christ and doing the work of God’s kingdom are the things that 

need to be the object of our focus. 

 

As Methodist, we have a rich heritage, a strong DNA, and a vital mandate to fulfill our mission.  Here is 

how we state it in our covenant: The mission of the Church is to make disciples of Jesus Christ for the 

transformation of the world by proclaiming the good news of God's grace and by exemplifying Jesus' command 

to love God and neighbor, thus seeking the fulfillment of God's reign and realm in the world. The fulfillment of 

God's reign and realm in the world is the vision Scripture holds before us. 

 

This summer the program for our church will focus on Transformational Discipleship.  It will be my 

Sunday Sermons, lessons in Adult Bible Fellowship, and a 10 session week night Bible study I will be teaching 

here at the church.  I hope each church member becomes a part of this challenge and focus himself or herself to 

the prize that our Savior has before us.   

 

Let us no longer practice the fine art of piddling, but let us focus on bringing glory, honor, and praise to 

our Savior. 

 

Pastor Greg 

 

 

P.S.  I don’t know if Ellis Ray even attended church, but he sure would’ve made a good Methodist. 

 

 

 



 Deepening our Experience of God’s Love 
May 3, 2015  
Communion 

1 John 4:7-21 
Deepening our Experience of 
 the Family of God 

May 10, 2015  
Mother’s Day 
Baptism 

1 John 5:1-6 

Deepening our Experience of  
Believing that Jesus is the Christ 

May 17, 2015  
1 John 5:9-13 

Deepening our Experience of  
the Witness of God 

May 24 
Pentecost 

John 15:26-27;  

16:4b-15 

Working with the Spirit  
(Memorial Day Parade) 

 

Birthdays:  Darla Bragg (1st), Ruth Ann Bartholomew (2nd), Lucy Landreth (5th), Sue Webb (9th), Betty 

Hostetler (10th), Allie Hedrick (12th), Sherry Baldwin (12th), Dan Graves (14th), Sally Bisson (18th), Tyler 

Conley (18th), Ben Ubienski (20th), Abe Wheaton (20th), Pam Burt (26th), Mike Bradley (27th), Olivia Bragg 

(28th) 
 

Anniversaries: Bill & Sherry Baldwin (16th), Bob & Sue Webb (17th), Mike & Jennifer Smith (18th), Rick 

& Janet Burt (24th), Dan & Lisa Graves (26th)  
 

Please pray for: Janet Proudfoot, Denton Cottrill, Keith Palmerton, Massey Family, Penny Hayden, Kelly 

Post, Karen Knoll, Kaylee Crissman, Samantha Denzinger 
 

Thank you to the Charlestown Activity Committee for sponsoring a great Easter Egg Hunt this 

year! The weather was cold and windy, but the kids still had a great time! 

 

Memorial Day Observance and Parade: It will be SUNDAY May 25.  The parade steps off at 

11a.m.  Anyone wishing to take part in the parade with a float or vehicle should meet at the 

township park by 10:30.  The parade will proceed to the cemetery for the service.  Coffee and 

doughnuts will be provided compliments of the Charlestown United Methodist Church before 

the parade.  There will be no adult Sunday School that day and worship service will begin at 

9:30 and end at 10:30. 

 

Youth Annual Conference 2015 - June 12-14 in Lakeside. For more information, visit 

http://www.eocumc.com/youth/ohioyac15/index.html. YAC is the place to be for teens to 

encounter Jesus Christ and become a force for progress. Fellowship with other United 

Methodist teens and understand the connection we have with one another across Ohio and 

around the world.  Sign up deadlines are approaching soon! 

East Ohio Annual Conference – Please be in prayer for the conference being held on June 19, 

2015.  The theme this year is “Jesus is Calling Us Up.” 

 

Upcoming Events 

May 10 - Mother's Day and Baptism 

May 24 - Memorial Day Service and Parade 

May 31 - Fellowship Lunch (Covered Dish) 

Jun     3 - Transformational Bible Study begins 

Jun   13 - Alpha Training 

Jun 15-18 - East Ohio Annual Conference 

Jul 12       - Cookout in the Park/Gospel                                  

Concert 

Aug 7-9 - Vacation Bible School 
 



Phyllis Zumkehr (Portage) County Clothing Center -  The Portage Clothing Center’s 

mission is to provide, free of charge, gently used clothing and other personal and household 

items as available to families and individuals in need, while reducing the waste stream and 

promoting a positive experience for volunteers. Items are at no cost. Charlestown United 

Methodist Church sends volunteers on the Fourth Thursday of every month from 10:00 a.m. to 

2:00 p.m. and the Fifth Thursday if it applies. Volunteers are always welcome. Please contact 

Shirley Overholt if you are interested in becoming a volunteer.  

 

Loaves and Fishes - CUMC is no longer participating in this ministry in the Ravenna area, but 

we are trying to get together with other churches in the Southeast District to come up with a 

program locally. Our goal is to provide a meal or to even help stretch out the food budget within 

our community. Please voice any ideas that can help ignite this into fruition! 

 

Single Women's Group - Any woman who is widowed, divorced or who has never been 

married, that meet the second Sunday each month. Meetings take place after church (around 

Noon). The women go out to eat, fellowship at the church or at Shirley Overholt's house (during 

the warm weather months).  

 

This group also makes creative items and sells them. They are currently selling Lavender Sugar 

Scrubs in a small jar for $3.50. Be on the lookout for their newest creation of aprons that are 

made out of old shirts! Please contact Shirley at 330-235-6345 if interested in joining the group 

or purchasing an item. 

 

Worship Team – Vital worship is our aim here at Charlestown. To help achieve that aim we 

are organizing the Worship Team. The purpose of this team will be to plan and conduct worship 

services that will unify the body for the praise and adoration of the Lord Jesus. If you would 

like to be a part of touching hearts and inviting them to draw closer to Jesus, be a part of our 

new team! See Pastor Greg for some information and watch the bulletin for our next meeting. 

 

Let’s Go Camping! The East Ohio Conference Summer Camping brochures are out. If you 

have a child or grandchild that is of camping age, please make sure you get information about 

Summer Camping! Camping is one of the greatest spiritual influences on young people’s lives. 

There are some scholarship funds available. 

 
Please send any announcements or information you would like to be included in our monthly newsletter to 

Stacie Hedrick at stacie6@yahoo.com. Deadline for June’s newsletter is May 18, 2015. 

mailto:stacie6@yahoo.com


 


